MOKE   ABOUT   PERSIAN   WOMEN
been married to a brutal man, when about eleven
years old. Being very unhappy with him, she often
used to run away and take refuge with her mother,
who lived in a village a mile or two away from her
husband's house. On many occasions he had beaten
her severely for some childish fault, and each time
she had fled to her mother, and stayed with her till
her husband came and carried her off again by force.
This went on for some time, till the poor child's life
was nothing but wretchedness and misery.
One day she displeased her husband by not cook-
ing the dinner to his liking, and he was so enraged
with her that he behaved in the following abominable
manner.
First of all he saw that the windows of his house
were barricaded and the door locked : then he stripped
the trembling, frightened child, and deliberately
poured paraffin oil all over her body, and finally set
a light to her and left her to her fate, taking care to
lock the door after him, as he went out. The neigh-
bours, hearing the girl's screams, rushed to the house,
but the doors being locked and the windows fastened
much precious time was wasted. When they finally
smashed open the window it was only to find the
child a mass of flames. They picked her up and
rushed wildly with her into the street, and dropped
her into the nearest stream to quench the flames 1 It
was a marvellous thing to think that after all this
there was any life left in the poor child. The neigh-
bours took her to her mother, who plastered all her
wounds with red earth and left her lying in the corner
of the room for some ten days. Then, taking the
advice of some friends, they procured a cradle and
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